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Cognitive Science  

TAU (Thematic Abstruction Unit)  (Dyer, 1983) 
 

TAU1 (Dyer, 1983) 
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TAU2 ( , 1991) 
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TAU-  (The pot calling the kettle black. ┘ ) 

x  

(x=R , y=Carter ) 

x z y  

(z= , y =playboy ) 

y  

(x =penthouse ) 

x  

 

TAU-Hypocrite 

x is counter-planning to y 

x trys to get high-authority z 

to prevent y's P1 

y insists x's P2=y's P1 
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Cognitive Science  

BORRIS : -2 (M. Dyer, 1983) 
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TAU-REGRET-MISTAKE 

 

x (the schlemiel) causes an unintended event E. 

E motivates a P-Goal G on the part of y (the schlimazel). 

If x and y have a positive IPT, 

Then x is motivated to serve as an agent for y in 

recovering G. 

 

TAU-REGRET-MISTAKE's affective expectations: 

If x and y have a positive IPT, 

Then x will feel regret, guilty, embarrassment, etc. 

y will feel upset and angry at x. 

schlemiel=a habitual bungler; a dolt.  

schlimazel=an extremely unlucky person.  
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TAU-RED-HANDED  (caught red-handed.) 

TAU-  

x is committing a violation V of a contract. 

x requires secrecy to achive V 

y directly ATTENDs to V 

x suffers a goal failure with respect to V. 

x and y now have an explicit goal conflict (where y may retaliate). 

 

TAU-  TAU-Misery 

A friend on need is a friend indeed.   ┷  

x P-G  

x P-G P  

x P-G P y  

 

TAU-HIDDEN-BLESSING  

Every cloud has a silver lining.  

x experiences a goal failure, caused by an event E. 

x has a realization that E also enables another goal to succeed. 

TAU-HIDDEN-BLESSING's affect expectations: 

First, x feels negative affects. 

Then, x feels positive affects 

 

TAU-MISFORTUNES  

Misfortunes never come singly. ┘ ┘  

x  E1 G-1  

x  E2 G-2  

TAU-MISFORTUNES' affect expectations: 

x  

x  

 


