
(EBS)
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Architectural / Urban Design 
Design of human experience in the environment

The experience in an environment 
depend on what information is received.

The mechanism for processing information of the environment 
Environmental Perception

Importance of understanding Environmental Perception 



(Figure and Ground: Edgar Rubin, 1915)

The knowledge derived from conventional experiment can be applicable to 
Environmental perception?



Characteristics of Environment Perception as contrasted with Object Perception
Ittelson, W.* Environment perception, in W. Ittelson et al (eds.) An Introduction to Environmental Psychology, pp. 102-109, 1977

(a) The environmental information is obtained through all senses.

object environment



ALLOCENTRIC
understanding

            � vision                   strong     
                                               ��
                   hearing                   directionality     

��
                   olfaction     weak        

  
                   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
      
            �   tactile   
                  taste

AUTOCENTRIC
feeling / pleasure

     other senses
                      (kinesthesia)

Differentiation among senses



          vision       landscape
                                                                             

Multi-sensory perception

                                                                             

          hearing             soundscape
        (R. M. Schafer)

                                                                      

         olfaction     smellscape
(J.D. Porteous)  
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