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横浜 

Characteristics of Natural Environment in Japan 

Topography….mountains/ forest/ limited plain = highly populated  



四季 Climate: the monsoon＝Four distinct seasons  



農村風景 

 Typical landscape 

 agriculture/ rice sensitive to season/ time  



漁村 Fisherman’s village 



クリモグラフ 

temperature 

humidity 

The climograph of major cities 



Japanese house is designed for the warm and humid season  



There is a Japanese old saying about the most fearful things:  

? 
 



地震・雷・火事・親父 
Earthquake / thunder           fire /             father  

怖いもの 



地震 



噴火 

Volcanic activity  





台風 

Typhoon 





Earthquake building construction system (light timber frame, joints) 
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Natural disasters: Attitude toward nature  







: a folk belief in a direction being characterized by good luck or bad luck  

geomancy (Fenshui, Kaso) 

  



Jichin-sai:  the ceremony of purifying a building site.  



How many people still believe Kaso? 

 



おやじ 

Socio-cultural Aspects  

Father in the family  



Large family for agriculture  









b. Spatial features: Scale – human body size 



Unsymmetrical and 

sequential approach 



Symmetrical approach of an American house 



桂離宮 
Sequential scenes in Katsura-rikyu villa 



The floor plan of the Japanese house in 1930’s 

Anatomy of the physical features in the Japanese house 



Tatami-mats – 

 multi-sensory experience 

 

Tokonoma (ornamental alcove) –  

hierarchical order of seating 

 

Furniture -- simplicity,  

multiple use of the room 

 

Material (Natural) 

a. Elemental features  





Material (Natural) 

 -- attitude toward nature  



multi-sensory  

experience  

/ texture  



Openness – attitude toward nature  



Openness – concept of privacy/ family  



Raised floor -- inside/ outside boundary  





Flexibility (sliding screen) -- multiple use of the room  



c. Features of rooms: Entrance hall – custom of removing shoes  



House 

equipments 

(old) 



House 

equipments 

(new) 



Bathroom – manner of taking bath  





Public bath 
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multiple use of rooms   △ 

manner of sitting △ 

manner of taking bath 〇 

removing shoes  〇 

 
individual privacy X 

wife’s status  X 

attitude toward nature △ 

geomancy (Fenshui)  △ 
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△ Natural materials  

Ｘ Absence of furniture 

△ Flexibility  

△ Openness  

△ Scale 

Ｘ Kitchen 

△ Bathroom 



END 
 

Juxtaposition of old and new （新旧の共存） 


